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Dates: 
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Times: 
8:30 - 11:30 AM 
12:30 - 3:30 PM 

8:30 AM - 3:30 PM 

Why NWTA?
Because all children deserve to have their learning needs 
met, including our high potential students!  
 
Northwest Talent Academy is dedicated to meeting the 
needs of those identified high potential learners by providing 
unique challenges in a fast-paced and engaging  
educational environment. 
 
NWTA offers a wide variety of educational and enriching  
opportunities, covering subjects from STEM to music to  
creative thinking, and much more. Programming is designed 
to pique interests, develop passions, and make education 
both exciting and enticing for our high-potential learners. 

Contact us: 
 

Jenine: 763-272-2444 
Program Coordinator 

 
Jeremiah: 763-272-2031 

Community Ed Director 
 

 
CE Office: 763-272-2030 

M-F 8:00 AM-4:00 PM

Dates/Times/Location

Registration

Schedule

Class Descriptions

Instructors

Registration Deadlines: 
 
Early Bird Discount from February 7-March 6 is a $10 off all 
classes discount. 
 
Classes determinations will be made the week of March 21.  
Classes that do not meet the minimum number of participants, 
will be cancelled. Students will be given a chance to move to 
a different class that is running the same week or a full refund 
will be given. (Additional fees may apply) 
 
Starting March 21, only partial refunds (50%) will be given for 
classes cancelled by the participant, if above the minimum 
number of students to run the class.  Students may move to a 
different class that is running without penalty if minimum  
enrollment has been met. 
 
After April 11, no refunds will be given for classes cancelled by 
the participant or changes to schedules.

Location: 
Monticello 

High School 
5225 School Blvd.



Registration

monticello.ce.eleyo.com

Search Northwest Talent Academy or find it with 
the explore all programs. 

Once you land on the course catalog you can 
view all available classes. 
  
Locations, prices and availability are listed. 
 
If the class is full it will show a waitlist.  
 
Review your program and check out.

NWTA Member Directory
Annandale 

Becker 
Buffalo Hanover Montrose 

Delano 
Elk River Area Schools 

Foley 
Maple Lake 
Monticello 

St. Michael/Albertville 

Lunch is not provided. Please 
pack a lunch, snack and water 

bottle for your child. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We will have a supervised lunch 
from 11:30 - 12:30 for students 
taking two half day classes. 

 
 

Parent drop off time is 15  
minutes prior to class. 

 
Pick up time is at the end  

of class. 



NWTA June 13-16 Schedule

Class Name Days Times Grades Fee

Creative Composing with Xylophones Mon - Thur 8:30-11:30 AM 2-3 $120 

Engineering Your Own Contraption Mon - Thur 12:30-3:30 PM 2-4 $140 

Engineering Your Own Contraption Mon - Thur 8:30 -11:30 AM 5-8 $140 

Game Master Mon - Thur 8:30 -11:30 AM 5-8 $120 

Immersive Techtastic Design Advenuture! Mon - Thur 8:30 AM-3:30 PM 4-6 $220

Interest-Values-Abilities are the key to your future! Mon - Thur 8:30 -11:30 AM 5-6 $146

Mad Scientists: A Chemistry Crash Course Mon - Thur 8:30 -11:30 AM 3-5 $160 

OOO!...Olig's Outlandish Origami Mon - Thur 12:30-3:30 PM 5-8 $126 

Playing with Paper Mon - Thur 8:30-11:30 AM 2-4 $136 

Playing with Paper Mon - Thur 12:30-3:30 PM 5-8 $136 

STEM Around the World Mon - Thur 8:30-11:30 AM 2-5 $140

Spanish Camp: A Virtual Trip to Mexico, the  
Americas and Spain Mon - Thur 8:30-11:30 AM 2-5 $146

Table-Top Games Mon - Thur 12:30-3:30 PM 6-8 $136

Tech Genius in Training (TGIT) Mon - Thur 12:30-3:30 PM 4-8 $146

World Traveler Mon - Thur 12:30-3:30 PM 2-5 $140

Video Games, Robotics, Coding, Oh MY Mon - Thur 8:30-11:30 AM 2-4 $146

Camp Half Blood-Percy Jackson and  
Greek Mythology Mon - Thur 8:30 AM-3:30 PM 4-6 $230 

Mad Scientists: A Chemistry Crash Course Mon - Thur 12:30-3:30 PM 3-5 $160 

Becoming an Alchemist
Mon - Thur 

2 weeks
8:30 AM-3:30 PM 6-8 $466 



NWTA June 20-23 Schedule

Creative Composing with Ukuleles Mon - Thur 8:30-11:30 AM 4-5 $170 

Epic Engineering Mon - Thur 8:30-11:30 AM 3-5 $140 

How To Be an Eco-Warrior in Your Own Backyard Mon - Thur 8:30 AM-3:30 PM 5-8 $260 

Hu-Man'gineering Mon - Thur 8:30 AM-3:30 PM 7-8 $220 

Immersive Techtastic Design Advenuture! Mon - Thur 8:30 AM-3:30 PM 4-6 $220 

Interest-Values-Abilities are the key to your future! Mon - Thur 8:30-11:30 AM 7-8 $156 

Mad Scientists: A Chemistry Crash Course Mon - Thur 8:30-11:30 AM 3-5 $160 

Math & Logic: The Ultimate Challenge! Mon - Thur 8:30-11:30 AM 5-8 $130

Multiplication Mania and Challenge Builds Mon - Thur 12:30-3:30 PM 2-4 $130 

Oo la la! Explore French Language, Culture,  
Art and Food! Mon - Thur 12:30-3:30 PM 2-4 $150 

Rockets, Motion and Simple Machines Mon - Thur 8:30 AM-3:30 PM 3-5 $226

Spanish Camp: A Virtual Trip to Mexico, the  
Americas and Spain Mon - Thur 8:30-11:30 AM 2-5 $146

Table-Top Games Mon - Thur 12:30-3:30 PM 6-8 $136

Tech Genius in Training (TGIT) Mon - Thur 8:30-11:30 AM 4-8 $146

The Great Escape Mon - Thur 8:30-11:30 AM 2-3 $136

The Great Escape Mon - Thur 12:30-3:30 PM 4-5 $136

Video Games, Robotics, Coding, Oh MY! Mon - Thur 12:30-3:30 PM 2-4 $146

Mad Scientists: A Chemistry Crash Course Mon - Thur 12:30-3:30 PM 3-5 $160 

Musical Theater-Pirates of the Curry Bean (Get it?) Mon - Thur 
2 weeks

8:30-11:30 AM 3-8 $260 

Class Name Days Times Grades Fee

Adventures with MYTHS! Mon - Thur 12:30-3:30 PM 3-5 $140 

Cakeology Mon - Thur 8:30-11:30 AM 2-8 $160 

Card Games Galore Mon - Thur 8:30-11:30 AM 4-8 $126

Classy Crocheting Club 12:30-3:30 PM 4-8 $150Mon - Thur

Becoming an Alchemist
Mon - Thur 

2 weeks
8:30 AM-3:30 PM 6-8 $466 



NWTA June 27-30 Schedule

Hu-Man'gineering Mon - Thur 8:30 AM-3:30 PM 7-8 $220

I've Got the Blues: Composing with Guitars in  
12 Bar Blues Mon - Thur 8:30-11:30 AM 6-8 $120 

Interest-Values-Abilities are the key to your future! Mon - Thur 8:30-11:30 AM 5-6 $146 

Mad Scientist 2.0: An Extended Chemical  
Reaction Course Mon - Thur 8:30-11:30 AM 4-6 $136 

Mad Scientist 2.0: An Extended Chemical  
Reaction Course Mon - Thur 12:30-3:30 PM 4-6 $136 

Foodies World Tour Mon - Thur 12:30-3:30 PM 4-8 $145 

Crime Busters Mon - Thur 8:30-11:30 AM 5-8 $126

Foodies World Tour Mon - Thur 8:30-11:30 AM 4-8 $145 

Crime Busters Mon - Thur 12:30-3:30 PM 5-8 $126

Class Name Days Times Grades Fee

Calling All Gamers! Mon - Thur 8:30-11:30 AM 4-8 $136

Camp Half Blood-Percy Jackson and  
Greek Mythology Mon - Thur 8:30 AM-3:30 PM 4-6 $230 



Becoming an Alchemist Mon - Thur 
2 weeks

8:30 AM-3:30 PM 6-8 $466

NWTA July 11-14 Schedule

Class Name Days Times Grades Fee

Adventures in the World of Dungeons and Dragons Mon - Thur 12:30-3:30 PM 5-8 $120

Bunches of Books Mon - Thur 8:30-11:30 AM 6-8 $120 

Four Days in France (Almost!) Mon - Thur 8:30 AM-3:30 PM 5-8 $250

Grandmasters of Chess Mon - Thur 8:30-11:30 AM 4-8 $120

I Love to Paint! Mon - Thur 8:30-11:30 AM 6-8 $150 

Interest-Values-Abilities are the key to your future! Mon - Thur 8:30-11:30 AM 7-8 $156 

Jump into the Land of Stories Wishing Spells Mon - Thur 8:30 AM-3:30 PM 2-8 $246 

Mad Scientist 2.0: An Extended Chemical  
Reaction Course Mon - Thur 8:30-11:30 AM 4-6 $136 

Mad Scientist 2.0: An Extended Chemical  
Reaction Course Mon - Thur 12:30-3:30 PM 4-6 $136 

Quilty as Charged Mon - Thur 8:30 AM-3:30 PM 6-8 $260 

Rockets, Motion and Simple Machines Mon - Thur 8:30 AM-3:30 PM 3-5 $226 

The Ultimate STEM Challenge: Circuits and Coding Mon - Thur 8:30-11:30 AM 6-8 $160 

The Ultimate STEM Challenge: Circuits and Coding Mon - Thur 12:30-3:30 PM 6-8 $160 

Live Action Role Play: Among Us, Zelda,  
Minecraft & Pokemon

Mon - Thur 
2 weeks

12:30-3:30 PM 6-8 $230 



NWTA July 18-21 Schedule

Class Name Days Times Grades Fee

Bunches of Books Mon - Thur 8:30-11:30 AM 6-8 $120

Cakeology Mon - Thur 8:30-11:30 AM 2-8 $150 

Calling All Gamers! Mon - Thur 8:30-11:30 AM 4-8 $136

Camp Half-Blood: Exploring Percy Jackson Book 1 Mon - Thur 8:30 AM-3:30 PM 2-8 $250

Experience Egineering Mon - Thur 12:30-3:30 PM 5-8 $130 

Logical Games GALORE Mon - Thur 8:30-11:30 AM 2-3 $120 

Logical Games GALORE Mon - Thur 12:30-3:30 PM 4-5 $120 

Live Action Role Play: Among Us, Zelda,  
Minecraft & Pokemon

Mon - Thur 
2 weeks

12:30-3:30 PM 6-8 $230 

Quilty as Charged Mon - Thur 8:30 AM-3:30 PM 6-8 $260 

Storytelling, Speaking and Writing!!! Mon - Thur 8:30 AM-3:30 PM 2-4 $226 

The Science of Roller Coasters! Mon - Thur 8:30 AM-3:30 PM 6-8 $270 

Becoming an Alchemist Mon - Thur 
2 weeks

8:30 AM-3:30 PM 6-8 $466

Experience Egineering Mon - Thur 8:30-11:30 AM 5-8 $130 



Class Descriptions

Multiplication Mania and Challenge Build 
Grades 2-4 
 
Do you love math, a bit of friendly competition, 
and hands-on challenges? Come practice 
your multiplication fact fluency in a high  
energy, game focused class. Fact fluency  
is important because it forms the building 
blocks for higher-level math concepts. When  
a child masters their math facts, these  
concepts will be significantly easier and  
the student will be better equipped to solve 
them faster. But, why sit with worksheets  
when you can practice with friends. 
 
Each day you will have the opportunity to build 
critical thinking skills and confidence for  
tackling projects that might test your limits 
when it comes to ‘thinking outside the box’ 
through STEM challenges that will require  
working collaboratively, using a growth  
mindset and thinking creatively. 
 
You’ll leave this class ready to take on your 
family and friends in games that will help you 
prepare for next year’s math challenges, be 
more confident to think creatively but more im-
portantly won’t leave you needing a nap. 
Instructor: Brenna Lavalier-Kortenkamp

Playing with Paper-Grades 2-4 & 5-8 
 
Come with creativity and leave with a variety 
of personal masterpieces all made using paper 
as our medium.  We will explore collage art and 
create our own collages to create a sketch 
book cover with your own personal flair dis-
played on the front.  We will get messy using 
paper mache to create masks with inspiration 
from cultures around the world.  Some of the 
other things we may dabble in include making 
paper, creating journals,  layering paper to cre-
ate cards and art to share with friends, and 
challenging the dexterity of our fingers as we 
take on the art of paper folding, origami. 
Instructor: Brenna Lavalier-Kortenkamp

Math & Logic: The Ultimate Challenge! 
Grades 5-8 
 
Do you love math but the thought of IXL and 
worksheets make you groan?  Well, come join 
us for a week of individual and group chal-
lenges, intense competitions, and just brain 
stretching fun. The week will include higher 
level math reasoning introduction and prac-
tice, logic puzzles, and STEM challenges.  
Instructor: Brenna Lavalier-Kortenkamp



Class Descriptions

Musical Theater-Pirates of the Curry Bean  
(Get it?)-Grades 3-8 
 
Fine tune your singing, dancing and acting skills 
as we prepare a performance of the musical 
play "Pirates of the Curry Bean! Over the course 
of two weeks of morning classes, we will work 
on auditioning, acting, singing and dancing. 
The first week of class will focus on terminology, 
technique, auditioning, acting, character 
work, blocking, memorization, choreography 
and becoming familiar with the music. The  
second week will focus on singing and rehears-
ing to put the show together. *Students are  
required to attend both weeks in order to  
perform in the musical. Parents and families are 
invited to attend a performance on the final 
day of class! 
Instructor: Jaci Decker & Michelle Thompson

Quilty as Charged-Grades 6-8 
 
Have you been guilty of thinking that quilting is 
just too hard? Are you "Quilty as Charged?” 
Well, the verdict is in! It is actually easier than 
you think it is! Come have fun making a quilt 
with me! We will learn how to use a sewing  
machine, cut fabric, and piece together a 
quilt. We will also learn about when and how 
sewing machines were created, dig into the 
history of quilting, get to know each other, and 
have a blast! At the end of the week, you will 
go home with your very own quilt! 
Instructor: Jaci Decker

Adventures in the World of Dungeons and 
Dragons-Grades 5-8 
 
Ever want to go on an epic quest as an elf or 
halfling? Now is your chance. We will be  
creating characters and going on various 
quests to mystical places. 
Instructor: Marc Olig



Class Descriptions
Camp Half Blood-Percy Jackson and Greek 
Mythology-Grades 4-6 
 
Did reading The Lightning Thief increase your  
interest in Greek Mythology? Would you like to 
tap the Percy or Annabeth within you? Then 
this is the class for you. We will be making 
shields and will be recording our quests and 
challenges on them. We will learn about 
Greece, Heroes, Gods/Goddesses, Mythologi-
cal characters and the power of mythology. 
Movie vs. The Book? We will take a look some 
sections that are different in the movie and 
look at it with a critical eye. Throughout the 
week we will write an Epic of our adventures! 
We will create our own Grecian sculptures and 
structures, channeling our artistic and  
engineering sides. No Camp Half Blood of 
course would be complete without learning 
the science and strategy of Capture the Flag! 
Instructor: Becky Hanson

Engineering Your Own Contraption 
Grades 2-4 
 
Have you ever thought about being your own 
inventor? Or thought about what would  
happen if you took regular household items 
and turned them into a unique contraption 
that can move a matchbox car without ever 
touching it?! We will be exploring and manipu-
lating a variety of items that will make up our 
six simple machines. These machines consist of 
lever, pulley, wheel and axle, inclined plane, 
wedge, and the screw. Make sure to bring your 
thinking caps and be prepared to create, test, 
and explore your engineering skills!!! 
Instructor: Gabe Severson

Camp Half-Blood: Exploring Percy Jackson 
Book 1-Grades 2-8 
 
Join us as we read Percy Jackson: The Lightning 
Thief and head to our very own Camp Half-
Blood, a training facility for young demigods 
and learners alike. We join Percy Jackson as he 
goes on various adventures involving Greek 
mythology mixed in with the modern world. 
Daily quests featuring collaboration activities, 
STEAM creations, mystical crafts and some  
delicious snacks will be mixed in as we read the 
entire 1st book in the Percy Jackson series: The 
Lightning Thief. Whether you love Percy  
Jackson or have never read it before, NWTA's 
Camp Half-Blood will surely be an adventure to 
remember! 
Instructor: Sara Norman

Engineering Your Own Contraption 
Grades 5-8 
 
Contraptions Galore…. Planning and build-
ing…. Trying and failing… and trying again until 
you can master the unique set of skills as you 
are challenged to complete your own master-
piece! Combining the 6 simple machines in a 
variety of ways as you grow your foundation 
will help you to rise to success as you find ways 
to send matchbox cars flying off incline planes 
or marbles swirling. We will fine tune your engi-
neering skills as we find adventurous ways to 
work through your creations!  
Instructor: Gabe Severson



Class Descriptions

Becoming an Alchemist-Grades 6-8 
 
We will be reading "The Alchemist" by Paulo 
Coehlo together and embarking on a journey 
of learning to alchemize your life. The book is a 
great adventure story and you will create your 
own adventure as we read it. In the story the 
main character is following his own personal 
legend to find his treasure. We will be doing  
activities that allow you to discover your own 
personal legend for life so that you are able to 
create your own "treasure hunt". These activities 
will include games, writing and reading in areas 
you are interested in. We will practice strategies 
that show you how to take control of your 
world in meaningful ways. This will be a class we 
create together. At the beginning of our time 
together we will spend some time creating a 
structure that respects the learning styles and 
needs of all participants. As we go through the 
five weeks together we will be daily practicing 
scientifically proven strategies that will help you 
to feel more in control of your life and generally 
more happy. Some of these strategies will  
include gratitude practices, physical exercises, 
and mindset shifts through understanding the 
way your brain works. 
Instructor: Robin Loken

Mad Scientist 2.0: An Extended Chemical  
Reaction Course-Grades 4-6 
 
Hey Mad Scientists! Just can’t get enough? 
Join us for a second week of fun with this  
extension class! This course is for students who 
have taken the Mad Scientists class either  
earlier in the summer or in past years. We will 
build on the science skills we have learned in 
our introductory course and dive deeper into 
the world of atoms, elements, and chemical 
 reactions. Come back and jump back into 
chemistry with some crazy experiments and fun 
filled activities! 
Instructor: Hannah Wallenta

Mad Scientists: A Chemistry Crash Course 
Grades 3-5 
 
Do you ever wonder how the world works? 
Chemistry has the answers for you! In this  
fun-filled crash course, you will learn the basics 
about what it takes to be a scientist and  
conduct many fun experiments - some may 
end with a tasty treat. So break out those lab 
coats and buckle up as we explore the crazy 
world of chemistry! 
Instructor: Hannah Wallenta

STEM Around the World-Grades 2-5  
Do you love to learn about different places 
around the world? Do you love to create and 
find solutions to problems using STEM? If so, you 
won’t want to miss this class! Make a simple 
machine playground from Ancient Greece, an 
Antarctica shelter, an Ancient Egyptian chariot, 
and a safety capsule from Australia. Learn 
about all of these places around the world as 
you create! 
Instructor: Stacey J Rosa



Class Descriptions
Interest-Values-Abilities are the key to your 
future!-Grades 5-8  
You will experience several job opportunities 
within the community. You will find out your  
interests, values and abilities. This can help you 
learn about career paths that might be a good 
fit for you, including what classes will help you 
grow in those fields. 7th-8th Grade will tour busi-
nesses, watch videos of different careers, take 
personal assessments, research options within 
certain career clusters and have discussion  
regarding goals and planning for your future. 
5th-6th Grade will experience speakers talking 
about their job, have an opportunity to try 
some of the skills that are needed for a job 
(ie. laying tile, taking temperature/blood  
pressure, cooking) and you will also take a  
personal assessment and watch short videos of 
jobs that might interest you. 
Instructor: Jen Fox

Spanish Camp: A Virtual Trip to Mexico, the 
Americas and Spain-Grades 2-5  
Haz tu maleta (pack your suitcase) and  
embark upon a virtual travel adventure to four 
popular Spanish-speaking destinations: Mexico, 
Costa Rica, Peru, and Spain! On our journey, 
we will learn some basic Spanish vocabulary 
and explore the culture of these exciting Span-
ish-speaking countries. Our adventure will  
involve creating art based on the famous artist 
Diego Rivera's works, cooking local cuisine such 
as guacamole and gallo pinto, discussing the 
controversial topic of bullfighting, and much 
more! ¡Vámonos! 
Instructor: Julie Robinson

Storytelling, Speaking and Writing!!! 
Grades 2-4  
If you love to craft with words, this is the course 
for you. We will be creating original pieces of 
writing base on your area of interest. You will be 
introduced different kinds of writing and you'll 
have the opportunity to push out of your  
comfort zone a bit. We will practice storytelling 
by orally sharing personal stories and refining 
our verbal storytelling techniques so that our 
words captivate our audience. For those of you 
with a flair for the dramatic, this is for you. 
Reader's theater will be another component of 
our storytelling and speaking experience 
where you will have to present the words of  
another writer in a convincing and enticing 
way. We will read a story each day that will 
provide the opportunity for creative response 
in the form of a drawing, craft or written entry. 
Your personal interests will drive this creative 
component. I look forward to helping your  
improve and refine your craft. 
Instructor: Becky Hanson



Class Descriptions

Foodies World Tour-Grades 4-8 
 
Travel around the culinary world with foods 
from different cultures. Each day will feature 
scratch made food from a variety of cuisines. 
You’ll make and sample Italian, Asian, Mexi-
can, and Czech dishes. Bring your appetite! 
Instructor: Julie Stella

Crime Busters-Grades 5-8 
 
Want to know how to solve crimes? We will look 
into different types of evidence and how it is 
used to solve crimes such as fingerprinting, fiber 
and hair analysis, imprints and trace analysis. 
Instructor: Marc Olig

Grandmaster of Chess-Grades 5-8 
 
Want to take your chess game to the next 
level? Interested in looking at some strategies 
to help you out? We will be working on improv-
ing our chess play including different openings, 
middle play and end game strategies. 
Instructor: Marc Olig

Bunches of Books-Grades 6-8 
 
Have you ever looked at a bookstore display 
and thought, “I want my name to be on the 
New York Times Best seller list”? If so, this course 
is for you. In only 4 days you will read a variety 
of short stories, analyze them and create your 
own. By the end of the week you’re name will 
be displayed on the Monticello NWTA’s writers 
Bestseller list. 
Instructor: Bryn Larson

Cakeology-Grades 2-8 
 
Have you ever wondered what it would be 
called if cake decorating was a class at 
school? Well, it’s CAKEOLOGY of course! I 
would love for you to join my class. Baking 
cakes and cookies is my passion, and it can 
become yours, too. In the four wonderful days 
we will make homemade cake, cupcakes, 
and cookies. The best part is making frosting 
and decorating our creations!  
Instructor: Melissa Farnam



Class Descriptions

Calling All Gamers!-Grades 4-8 
 
Do you love board games? Come join other 
gamers for an epic showdown! Learn tips and 
strategies, and also have a ton of fun, while 
playing some of your favorite games, and a 
few new ones too! 
Instructor: Amanda Plude

Classy Crocheting Club-Grades 4-8 
 
Ever want to turn a skein of yarn into an  
awesome hat, gloves, cape, slippers or  
something else amazing? Well here is your 
chance. We will be going over everything you 
need to be a successful creator of such items 
with only some yarn and a hook. 
Instructor: Marc Olig

Card Games Galore-Grades 4-8 
 
Cards are a great compact way for endless 
fun. In this class we will learn the rules and try 
out over 20 games that you can play with just 
a deck of cards. From solitaire games to  
strategy and just plain party fun. 
Instructor: Marc Olig

Game Master-Grades 5-8 
 
Want to be a master at games such as tic tac 
toe, othello, mancala, blocus, chinese  
checkers, mastermind, checkers and the dot 
game. Well now is your chance, we will  
introduce not only how to play these games 
but strategies to give you an edge. 
Instructor: Marc OligOOO!...Olig's Outlandish Origami-Grades 5-8 

 
Impress your friends and family by transforming 
paper into anything from a cup to a dragon. 
We will look into the basics of the Japanese art 
form known as origami. We will look into  
animals objects and dollar bill origami. 
Instructor: Marc Olig

Table-Top Games-Grades 6-8 
 
Do you enjoy playing tabletop games? Have 
you ever dabbled in attempting to create your 
own? If so, this is the course for you. This course 
is dedicated to studying and creating new 
tabletop games. These games will range from 
Cribbage, to Mouse-Trap, to Clue. The cards 
are in your hands, will you choose to play? 
Instructor: Bryn Larson



Class Descriptions

Creative Composing with Ukuleles-Grades 4-5 
 
Make your own ukulele! Learn to play your 
ukulele! Compose your own song using the 
chords we learn to play! You will study music 
from a variety of styles and choose the style 
you like best. We will work together on how to 
write lyrics and then set them to music. We will 
give each other feedback to improve our 
work. Class will culminate in recording your 
song and sending the mp3 file to your family! 
Instructor: Meagan Phillips

Epic Engineering-Grades 3-5 
 
How far can you make a catapult fling a cork? 
What material works best to make a  
waterslide? So many questions! So much  
engineering! Let’s use the engineering design 
loop to find some answers. If you love STEM, 
creating, and are interested in engineering, 
you won’t be disappointed with this class.  
We will make models of catapults, a small 
 rocketship, a waterslide, a car and with a  
vibrating motor and a button cell battery we 
will create a bristlebot. If you have a LOVE for 
STEM and enjoy being creative… This engineer-
ing class is the ONE for YOU! I can’t wait to  
CREATE with you! 
Instructor: Stacey J Rosa

Creative Composing with Xylophones- 
Grades 2-3 
 
Learn how to create your own compositions 
using poetry as the foundation. We will learn 
advanced Orff accompaniments, how to layer 
in complimentary sounds, and add creative 
movements to our compositions. For an added 
challenge, students can write their own poetry. 
Class will culminate with recording our songs! 
An mp3 will be emailed to your family!!! 
Instructor: Meagan Phillips

Experience Egineering-Grades 5-8 
 
Have hopes of being an engineer? Want to see 
what different types of engineering are like? 
Come on out and try your hand at various 
types of engineering including: civil, mechani-
cal, electrical and chemical. 
Instructor: Marc Olig

Four Days in France (Almost!)-Grades 5-8 
 
Spend four full days immersed in French  
language, culture, art and food! Learn to 
speak and sing in French. Explore the geogra-
phy, culture and food of France. Learn about 
famous French artists Monet, Morisot, Manet, 
Degas and Renoir. Paint in the Impressionist 
style. Our week will culminate with a field trip 
(weather permitting) to Munsinger Gardens in 
St. Cloud to inspire our painting. We will set up 
among the flowers like Monet and paint our 
own masterpieces! 
Instructor: Michelle Thompson



Class Descriptions

Hu-Man'gineering-Grades 7-8 
 
What in the world is HuMan’gineering? Simply 
put, it’s Engineering for Humanities. Um. WHAT?! 
Well, what if you have a friend who couldn’t 
physically kick or throw a ball? What if they 
couldn’t see a target? We will dive into the 
world of special needs - making new friends, 
designing and building equipment to accom-
modate their different abilities, and have a ton 
of fun doing it! We will end the week with a  
celebration, and our new friends will put our 
designs to the test 
Instructor: Jennifer L Thomas & Leanne Goerz

How To Be an Eco-Warrior in Your Own  
Backyard!-Grades 5-8 
 
Have you ever wondered how to tell what kind 
of bird you just heard? What kind of tree is in your 
front yard? What kind of tiny organisms live in the 
pond by your house? Or maybe you're curious 
how knowing all these things will help you to do 
your part in conserving the earth? Well, if you 
have ever asked yourself these questions, then 
this class is for you! We will be learning how to 
identify a bird based on its appearance and 
call, as well as having the chance to build and 
decorate our own birdhouse. We will be travel-
ing to a forestry nursery to learn about  
Minnesota's native trees and what is being done 
to restore natural forests. Here we will learn how 
to identify different tree species you might find 
in your neighborhood. We will also be exploring 
local wetlands and taking a microscopic look at 
the organisms that call the wetlands home. 
Knowing which organisms are present in a  
wetland can help scientists determine the 
health of the habitat! You will walk away from 
this class knowing how to help save the Earth 
starting in your own backyard! 
Instructor: Josiah Cole

I Love to Paint!-Grades 6-8 
 
Have you always wanted to learn to paint? This 
is a week long course that will teach you all the 
fundamentals of acrylic and watercolor paint-
ing. Learn techniques and skills for landscapes, 
faces and animals. You will create 4 beautiful 
paintings during this week and never want to 
stop! If you are creative and want to learn new 
skills, this is the place for you! 
Instructor: Kris Enga

I've Got the Blues: Composing with Guitars in 
12 Bar Blues-Grades 6-8 
 
"Blues is the roots. Everything else is the fruits." - 
Willie Dixon. Come learn about the first, true Amer-
ican art form: blues music. We will study it by: 
* Learning how to play the 12 bar blues on guitars! 
* Listening to and singing blues music! 
* Studying major blues artists! 
* Composing your own blues song! 
* Recording your own blues song! 
Instructor: Meagan Phillips

Logical Game GALORE-Grades 2-3 & 4-5 
 
OHHHH YEAH… Getting down to the NITTY GRITTY 
of HOW TO play and solve riddles, puzzles, and 
games using savvy strategies!! You will need to 
bring all your A game while exploring a wide  
variety of skills to help us understand the strategy 
behind games such as Tetris, Rush Hour, Swish, 
Blokus and more! Concentration and risk taking 
will be at an all time high as we navigate our way 
through the world of Logical Games and Puzzles. 
Instructor: Gabe Severson



Class Descriptions

Rockets, Motion and Simple Machines 
Grades 3-5 
 
Are you into Physics and you don't even know 
it? Let's see... Do you like to see how far  
something can roll without being touched? 
Momentum! Do you like to solve a problem like 
Fill the cup with water, without touching it with 
your hands? Levers, Pulleys, Inclined planes!  
Finally Rockets!!! Does creating a rocket to 
shoot in the air higher each time interest you? 
Motion and Force!!! If like me you think all of 
these things sound fun then yes you are into 
Physics. It is human nature to try and defy the 
laws of physics to make things happen. We will 
be learning about and exploring all of these 
concepts. Be ready to learn, create, think, 
have fun and push your limits. 
Instructor: Becky Hanson

Tech Genius in Training (TGIT)-Grades 4-8 
 
This course is for beginners to confident techies 
and beyond! Video games, robotics,  
augmented reality and communication  
devices will all be explored, created and  
discovered through hands-on activities both 
online and unplugged. Whether online or  
offline, we all seek impactful connections—to 
friends, to ideas, to nature. In this class we will 
incorporate a variety of tech tools that gener-
ate creativity and connections. We will learn to 
see ourselves as the TGIT that we are by learn-
ing a variety of programming languages, from 
block-based code to Python and JavaScript.  
Depending on student level, more advanced 
topics like object-oriented programming, data 
structures, and algorithms may be covered. 
With a focus on personal development—not 
just tech-saviness— this class will build confi-
dence and initiate exciting ideas for making a 
difference! 
Instructor: Sara Norman

Video Games, Robotics, Coding, Oh MY! 
Grades 2-4 
 
Want to make your own video game that your 
family and friends can play? How about  
program a robot to reenact the epic battle of 
your favorite book (Harry Potter versus You 
Know Who anyone?!) Or make your own  
communication device?! If so, this class is for 
you! Join us as we learn all about computer  
science in a fun hands-on way! We will do  
activities both on screen and unplugged, work-
ing on our design & critical thinking skills while 
building our teamwork and problem solving 
strategies. We will link computer science with 
art, science, geography and more. Each  
student will design and build a video game, 
program a robot and create video game  
devices using micro:bits. This course is for  
beginners to confident users and beyond! 
Instructor: Sara Norman

GENIUS



Class Descriptions

Adventures with MYTHS!-Grades 3-6 
 
Stomp, stomp, stomp! 
Coming through the windy labyrinth is a  
half-bull, half-man - it’s a MINOTAUR! Stories 
with Minotaurs, Thor, Re, Athena, and a pega-
sus! Must be a myth! There are so many myths 
to explore. This class will include discovering 
myths from different cultures including Greek, 
Egyptian, and Norse mythology. Activities will 
include reading myths, acting them out, and 
writing a myth. We will also be creating a  
mythical creature, making a dog tag or  
necklace, and designing ancient myth trading 
cards. If you enjoy exciting stories and want to 
have fun creating a mythical creature and 
trading cards while learning about myths - then 
this is the class for YOU! 
Instructor: Stacey Rosa

Live Action Role Play: Among Us, Zelda, 
Minecraft & Pokemon-Grades 6-8 
 
Have you ever played a video game and 
thought, “I wish I could experience this in real 
life”. If so, this class is your chance to have a 
hand at creating a real life video game expe-
rience. You will have an opportunity to create 
a real-world: Among us, Zelda, Minecraft and 
Pokémon. You will have a choice in how the 
world is manifested and the tasks that players 
must complete to win the game. 
Instructor: Bryn Larson

Jump Into the Land of Stories Wishing Spell! 
Grades 2-5 
 
Whether you love the Land of Stories series or 
have never read it before, this class will surely 
be an adventure to remember! We will explore 
Chris Colfer's popular series by reading the  
entire 1st book 'The Wishing Spell' this week. We 
will also dive into connected STEAM projects, 
creative crafts & make mystical foods all while 
focusing on the main theme of the Land of  
Stories...how our own differences and special 
qualities help all kids confront new situations. Be 
ready to leave our world behind as we find  
ourselves in a foreign land full of wonder and 
magic as we come face-to-face with fairy tale 
characters when we join Alex and Conner on 
their mysterious adventures. Join us in finding 
out why Conner says, "The world is full of 
magic...if you choose to see it"! 
Instructor: Sara Norman

Immersive Techtastic Design Advenuture! 
Grades 4-6 
 
Look up! Look down! Look all around! Our 
week-long adventure will take us all over the 
world and beyond - exploring and creating as 
we go! Through virtual reality, we can visit mon-
uments, museums, and zoos. What places and 
spaces can you imagine? We’ll design them 
three-dimensionally with 360° views! Wonder 
and creativity will thrive as we utilize VR soft-
ware and headsets, 3D design software, and 
other emerging mixed reality technology. Our 
adventurers will also apply and learn coding 
skills and problem solving skills to enhance their 
immersive experiences with mixed reality. Let 
the adventure begin! 
Instructor: Megan Bateman



Class Descriptions

The Ultimate STEM Challenge: Circuits and 
Coding-Grades 6-8 
 
Looking for a new challenge that combines 
problem solving, math, and coding to build 
something beyond the confines of a com-
puter? Take this class! During our time together 
we will learn how we can combine coding with 
the basics of electronics to build projects  
powered by electricity and our own problem 
solving skills! Specifically, we will learn to use an 
Arduino Uno and its coding environment to 
control circuits we build. This will be a hands-on 
course; after receiving instruction the students 
will be building their own circuits and coding 
their own individual Arduinos. Each student will 
be able to keep their Arduino and compo-
nents after the class has finished to continue 
learning and experimenting. 
 
A note on safety: the students will not be  
interacting with enough electricity to cause 
personal harm in any way. The circuits will be 
based upon single pin jumper wires receiving 
an absolute maximum of 5 volts of electricity. 
Additionally, all circuits will be grounded before 
being connected to power. We also will be 
using a solderless breadboard, so students will 
not be using a soldering iron at any point. 
Instructor: Grace Schillewaert

The Great Escape-Grades 2-3 & 4-5 
 
It’s summer, and we are escaping the school! 
The forest!! And the planet!!! Join us for a week 
of brain stretching fun as we problem solve  
together. We will challenge ourselves on all 
week to think outside the box in order to solve 
a variety of challenges as we learn how to  
navigate ESCAPE Room activities. 
Instructor: Gabe Severson

Oo la la! Explore French Language, Culture, 
Art and Food!-Grades 2-4 
 
Spend four afternoons immersed in French  
language, culture, art and food! Learn to 
speak and sing in French. Explore the geogra-
phy, culture and food of France. Learn about 
famous French artists. Paint in the Impressionist 
style en plein aire (French for "outside"). We will 
set up among the flowers like Monet and paint 
our own masterpieces! 
Instructor: Michelle Thompson



Class Descriptions

World Traveler-Grades 2-5 
 
Trying food that's found in different countries, 
playing games from a variety of places, doing 
artwork inspired by other countries. If this 
sounds fun to you, then you would enjoy this 
class! In this group you will learn about different 
places like Mexico, Japan, Brazil, and Italy, do 
activities such as make a pinata and a  
volcano, prepare and try food inspired by  
different countries from around the world. You 
will also get to research and write about a 
country you are interested in and learn about 
different countries from other students. 
Instructor: Stacey J Rosa

The Science of Roller Coasters!-Grades 6-8 
 
Have you ever wondered what causes the 
thrills and chills of riding a roller coaster? Believe 
it or not it’s physics and engineering! Using the 
laws of physics and the science of engineering, 
you will be able to build your own successful 
roller coaster. You will get the chance to  
research some real rides and explain the 
physics of the thrills and chills you get on these 
rides! This fun-filled week ends with an exciting 
trip to Valley Fair where you will get the chance 
to share what you’ve learned and feel the  
science come to life! 
Instructor: Hannah Wallenta



InstructorsBrenna Lavalier-Kortenkamp 
 
My name is Brenna Lavalier-Kortenkamp (Mrs. Lava-
kamp) and I am a third grade teacher at Prairie View 
Elementary and Middle School in Otsego. I currently 
 reside in Big Lake with my husband and have three 
children. I attended and graduated from the University 
of Wisconsin-La Crosse in 2005 with a degree in Elemen-
tary and Middle Level Education, Grades 1-8, with a 
minor in Broadfield Social Studies. I completed my  
Masters degree in Teaching and Learning from Saint 
Mary’s University in 2010.  During the last seventeen 
years I have taught both third and fifth grade and also 
spent a year as an intervention specialist in the Title 1 
and ADSIS programs.  I am very excited to be back for 
my third year teaching with NWTA! 
 
Meagan Phillips 
 
Hi! My name is Meagan Phillips and I'm a music teacher 
in the STMA district with 18 years of experience. I love 
to sing in multiple choirs and I'm going to Norway this 
summer with the Together in Hope Choir! I am the Assis-
tant Director for the Basilica Choristers in Minneapolis. I 
have three kids and a little dog named Lance. I believe 
that everyone has a composer inside them waiting to 
be invited out. 
 
Hannah Wallenta 
 
I am a chemistry teacher at Blaine High School. I grew 
up in the Buffalo area and I have enjoyed working with 
the NWTA program in the past. I am so excited to be 
back and get the chance to see your students and  
explore the wonders of science! I have a great passion 
for science and have always enjoyed sharing that  
passion by creating an engaging and productive 
learning environment that provides students the oppor-
tunity to understand how much science can be  
applied to the world outside of the classroom. 
 
Jennifer Thomas 
 
Hello, my name is Jennifer Thomas. I have been a  
special education teacher for students with multiple 
cognitive and physical needs for over 22+ years in the 
Sherburne/Northern Wright Cooperative. The Cooper-
ative is made up of the Big Lake, Becker, and  
Monticello School Districts. When I am not teaching  
I like to spend time with my family, read, and explore 
new places. 
 

Gabe Severson 
 
My name is Gabe Severson and I 
am a graduate of St. John’s  
University. I am an Elementary Ed-
ucation Major with a 6-8 Science 
endorsement. I played lacrosse 
on the SJU Johnnies Lacrosse 
team and I was also a part of the 
Male Education club on campus 
as well. I enjoy competing in 
triathlons with my two best friends 
and am an avid cribbage player 
with anyone who dares to test 
their skills against me. I also love 
spending time with friends and 
family. One of my favorite things 
to do is to travel with friends and 
family wherever life takes me. 
 
Grace Schillewaert 
 
Grace Schillewaert is a 2018 
graduate of Monticello high 
school, and recently graduated 
with honors from Vanderbilt Uni-
versity with a major in Economics 
where she competed nationally 
on the rowing team. Post gradu-
ation she will be a data privacy 
analyst at Nike WHQ. She has  
extensive experience in the fields 
of math, economics, computer 
science, business, and finance. 
Outside of school and work, 
Grace loves wakeboarding, 
reading, playing piano, spending 
time with her family, and petting 
her two dogs.



InstructorsJulie Stella 
 
My name is Julie Stella and I teach 4th grade in Rogers 
at Hassan Elementary. I live in Otsego with my husband 
and 2 daughters. In my free time I love to read, pad-
dleboard, garden, and cook. I love to experiment with 
new recipes and cooking techniques and look forward 
to sharing them with students at NWTA! 
 
 
Marc Olig 
 
Mr. Olig is originally from Sheboygan, Wisconsin. He 
went to college at UW Stevens Point and at Bemidji 
State University. He has been teaching for 10 years now. 
His first five years were in Hill City, MN and his latest five 
have been at St. Michael - Albertville where he teaches 
high school science and coaches the Science 
Olympiad team. He has taught Physical Science, 
Physics, Chemistry, Earth Science, Astronomy and 
Forensics among other things. This is his second year 
teaching at NWTA and he is excited to be back. He has 
a passion for science and teaching students to be  
curious about the world around them. When he is not 
teaching he is generally doing things with his wife and 
three daughters. This could include housework, biking, 
canoeing or camping. 
 
 
Becky Hanson 
 
My name is Becky Hanson and I have been a teacher 
in Hanover, MN for 29 years. Learning, exploring and 
having fun while teaching brings me joy. I love books, 
writing and creating. It's my belief that we all learn  
better by doing. Writing stories and guiding students to 
expand their skills is a passion of mine. There is so much 
to storytelling there is never enough time to explore 
everything. How many teachers do you know who 
have their own rocket launcher and more dominos 
than you can count? Being challenged to solve a prob-
lem and getting to create something to solve it. How 
FUN!! I have had my house turned into a disaster zone 
many times as my children created forts and designs to 
open their doors from their beds. This summer I hope to 
explore; Greek Mythology, Rockets and Simple Ma-
chines, and Writing and Storytelling. I am passionate 
about all of these things. I look forward to sharing my 
interests with new groups of eager learners. We learn 
by doing. Let's continue our learning together.

Michelle Thompson 
 
Michelle Thompson holds a Bach-
elor of Arts degree in Education 
with concentrations in vocal 
music, theater and French from 
the College of Saint Benedict 
and a Master of Arts in Education 
from Saint Mary's University. She 
has taught in the Monticello 
School District for 27 years, teach-
ing 1st, 3rd, 5th and 6th grades, 
specializing in gifted education. 
She currently teaches 6th grade 
reading at Monticello Middle 
School, coaches the MMS 
Speech Team, directs the middle 
school drama club and judges 
high school speech and One-Act 
competitions. Outside of school, 
Michelle performs often with Buf-
falo Community Theater and 
spent many years serving on the 
BCT Board of Directors. She also 
sings in church and with the 
Wright County Chamber Choir.



InstructorsRobin Loken  
My name is Robin Loken. I am currently on a leave of 
absence from Monticello High School. I am an EBD 
Teacher, I have taught emotional intelligence for 21 
years. I am currently working as a consultant and life 
coach with individuals and family units. I have created 
a self-empowerment curriculum and processes that 
teach individuals to understand their own power and 
control in their lives. 
 
Sara Norman  
Hi! My name is Sara Norman and I am a 5th grade 
teacher for Becker School District. Previously I have 
worked in Becker as a Reading Specialist and I am the 
coordinator for the Becker Middle School's Coding 
Club. Teaching and technology are two of my all time 
favorite things, and when they can come together I  
absolutely love it! I grew up a voracious reader & com-
puter science super fan, so I love encouraging my  
students, and my own children, to explore their passions 
and see where our learning can take us! 
 
Amanda Plude  
Amanda is a science teacher in the Elk River School  
District. She loves learning new things and teaching her 
students to have a life-long love of challenging them-
selves. She has a passion for playing board games with 
her family and friends. Some of her favorite games  
include Wingspan, Pandemic, Catan and Azul. 
 
Julie Robinson  
I have been teaching for 12 years, and I have degrees 
in Spanish Education and Elementary Education. I cur-
rently teach Spanish at St. Michael-Albertville High 
School. I love Spanish language and culture and have 
been to Spain three times! I live in Maple Grove with my 
husband, my 2-year-old son, and our dog, Penny. 
 
Leanne Goerz  
My name is Leanne Goerz, and I'm thrilled to be teach-
ing at NWTA for the fourth year! I live in Monticello with 
my family, have an engineering background, and am 
passionate about gifted and talented education. It's an 
honor to teach with my dear friend and mentor, Jen 
Thomas. She has an incredible wealth of knowledge 
about people with different abilities. 

Stacey Rosa 
 
My name is Stacey Rosa and  
I teach challenge classes at Little 
Mountain Elementary in Monti-
cello.  Some groups I lead are 
STEM, writing group, reading 
groups, and challenge math.   
I love reading, gardening, doing 
fun STEM activities with my kids 
and learning in general!  I also 
enjoy traveling and playing 
games with my family of 5! I love 
learning something new and  
I enjoy growing that love of  
learning with my students! 
 
Melissa Farnam 
 
Hello my name Melissa Farnam,  
I work as a para at Monticello 
High School. I am a mom of 4 
and have a hobby farm. I have 
ways loved baking. I have been 
doing cake for 25 years. I started 
out with just family and now  
I take orders for people for their 
special occasion. 
 
Bryn Larson 
 
Hi! My name is Bryn Larson, and I 
am an English teacher at Monti-
cello High School. I am a avid 
reader and some of my favorite 
book genres are, Science Fiction 
& Fantasy. Outside of reading, I 
spend my free-time hiking, taking 
care of my horse and playing 
Dungeons and Dragons.



Instructors
Kris Enga 
 
My name is Kris Enga and I have been an art teacher at 
Elk river school district for the past 23 years. I live in Buf-
falo, and I love teaching kids to paint and enjoy art! My 
main objective is for you to be creative and and enjoy 
yourself......and learn some new skills while you’re at it! 
 
Megan Bateman 
 
My mission is to empower our youth to be innovative 
designers and critical thinkers so that they may make 
meaningful and joyful contributions to our communities. 
I have been working in the education field in a variety 
of settings and roles for fifteen years. Currently, I serve 
as a Technology/Media Literacy Specialist, Art Special-
ist, and Reading Interventionist at a STEM school in 
Rogers, MN. I also advise our school’s Student News 
Crew. I enjoy tinkering with new technologies, reading, 
listening to music, and dancing. At home, I care for two 
fur babies (cats) and spend time with my husband, 
neighbors, and friends. I am honored and excited to re-
turn to the NWTA for a third year of camps! 
 
 
Jennifer Fox 
 
Jen Fox Work Coordinator - Monticello I have been 
working with student workers and employers for the 
past 16 years. I enjoy seeing what other people do for 
work and why they like their jobs. In my free time I like 
to be around friends and family, play games, do out-
door activities, and cook. 
 
 
Jaci Decker 
 
Jaci Decker received her Bachelor of Arts in K-12 
Vocal/General Music Education from the University of 
MN Twin Cities. She taught music in the St. Cloud School 
District for 4 years and decided to stay home with her 
children. For 18 years she has led the Children’s Choir 
at Riverside Church where she has put on several mini 
musicals. She has also led their Summer Production Boot 
Camp where they put on a musical with 1st-5th graders 
in a week every summer. For the past 16 years, she has 
run a piano studio out of her home. Jaci also accom-
panies choirs as well as substitute teaches in the Monti-
cello School District. Jaci can often be heard saying 
that leading the kids’ choir and Production Boot Camp 
is her favorite thing to do besides being a wife to her 
fabulous husband and mom to her 4 children. 

Josiah Cole 
 
My name is Josiah Cole, I teach 
fifth grade at Hassan Elementary 
in Rogers, MN. Growing up in 
rural, central Minnesota, I gained 
an appreciation for the beauty 
of Minnesota and a desire to 
maintain and conserve each 
part of nature. During the  
summers I work at the Three 
Rivers forestry nursery, where I 
help to restore many of the  
native forests lost due to agricul-
ture during the past century.  
I also have past experience work-
ing for Lake Carlos State Park 
near Alexandria, MN where  
I worked with nature and  
employed many conservation 
methods on a daily basis. In my 
free time, you can often find me 
in a local park or taking a trip to 
one of the many beautiful state 
parks we have in Minnesota, 
whether that be taking a hike 
and birdwatching, cross country 
skiing, or finding a body of water 
to kayak. I seek to share this ap-
preciation with those around me 
and help everyone discover 
what the outdoors have to offer 
and the true complexity of  
Minnesota's forests, wetlands, 
and prairies!


